
 

U.S. History/Mr. D 

1950s U.S. Society/Cold War Exam Study Guide: 50 multiple choice 

 

1950s Domestic Society 
1. What exactly was the Baby Boom? 

2. What is meant by “suburbanization?” 

3. How did William Levitt contribute to the growth of the suburbs after World War II? 

4. What fears did the older people have about the youth of the 1950s?  Why? 

5. What kinds of television shows were popular in the 1950s?  What were the gender roles 

promoted in literature and the media during the 1950s? 

6. What president passed the Interstate Highway Act, what did the law do, and what were its 

important effects? 

7. What were two causes of the increasing materialism of Americans in the 1950s? 

8. What was “White Flight” and what caused it? 

9. What does social conformity mean and what were three developments of the 1950s that led 

to social conformity?  How? 

10. How did cars change American society during the 1950s? 

11. Where did rock and roll come from and why did it become so popular? 

12. What does the trend of building family and public bomb shelters say about U.S. society 

during the 1950s? 

13. What was the Beat Movement and how did it challenge the values of the 1950s? 

14. What was the GI Bill and what important effects did it have? 

15. Who gave the order to desegregate the military, and when and why did he do it? 

16. Who was Jackie Robinson, and what role did he play in the early civil rights movement? 

 

 
The Cold War 
17. When and where was the United Nations created? 

18. What special powers does the U.N. Security Council have?  Who are its five permanent 

members and what special powers do they have?  What is the U.N.’s General Assembly? 

19. What does the term “Cold War” mean?  Which two countries fought the Cold War, when did 

it start, and when did it end? 

20. After W.W.II was over, what happened to the countries of Eastern Europe?   

21. Who coined the term “iron curtain” and what exactly did it mean? 

22. The Cold War was a conflict over ideologies, ideas about how society should be structured.  

Of the following terms, identify each of the four words that characterize the society of the 

UNITED STATES, and explain what each word means:  communism, democratic, freedom, 

totalitarian, equality, collective, capitalism,  individualism 

23. The Cold War was a conflict over ideologies, ideas about how society should be structured.  

Of the following terms, identify each of the four words that characterize the society of the 

SOVIET UNION (USSR), and explain what each word means:  communism, democratic, 

freedom, totalitarian, equality, collective, capitalism,  individualism 



24. What is meant by “containment” strategy and how was it influenced by the domino theory? 

25. What did the Allies do with the territory of Germany after World War II? 

26. What would be five effects of the dropping of a nuclear bomb on San Francisco? 

27. What does the term “Red Scare” refer to? 

28. What are three events that happened within the five years after WW2 ended that led many 

people to fear that a worldwide spread of communism was coming? 

29. The Chinese Civil War which ended in 1949 was between what two sides represented by 

what two leaders?  Where did the defeated leader and his followers go after they lost? 

30. What was the Marshall Plan, who did it help, and what was the goal of the plan? 

31. What was the Truman Doctrine?  

32. How did Truman first assert his doctrine in Greece and Turkey? 

33. What was NSC-68 and why was it a turning point? 

34. What was the original purpose of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and what 

countries were members? 

35. What was the purpose of the Warsaw Pact and what countries were members? 

36. What happened during the Berlin Airlift and why was it significant? 

37. What actions did the U.S. government take in Guatemala during the Cold War?  Why?  What 

was the outcome of U.S. actions there? 

38. What actions did the U.S. government take in Iran during the Cold War?  Why? What was 

the outcome of U.S. actions there? 

39. What actions did the U.S. government take in Chile during the Cold War?  Why? What was 

the outcome of U.S. actions there? 

40. What was HUAC and what role did it play during the Red Scare? 

41. Who were the Hollywood Ten, what happened to them, and how did this relate to the Red 

Scare? 

42. What is McCarthyism and why is this named after Senator Joseph McCarthy?  Why did no 

one stop McCarthy for so long? 

43. What was Sputnik, whose project was it, why did it scare the U.S. so much, and how did the 

U.S. respond to it? 

44. When and why exactly was the Berlin Wall built?  What creative ways did East Berliners use 

to try to escape? When and why was the wall finally torn down? 

45. In what decade did the U.S. get involved in a war in Korea? How did it start?  At what point 

did China get involved?   

46. What did General MacArthur want to do once China entered the war?  Why did Truman fire 

him?   

47. How did the Korean War end and what is the situation in Korea today? 

48. Who was the communist leader of Cuba from 1959 to 2008?  What exactly happened at the 

Bay of Pigs?  What was the biggest cause of its failure? 

49. What was the Cuban Missile Crisis and how did the U.S. respond to it? 

50. When the Cold War ended, what happened to the Soviet Union and the countries of Eastern 

Europe? 
 

 


